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Harare Mayor, residents to meet for service delivery 

briefings 

 

Harare – RESIDENTS’ grouping, Combined Harare Residents Asso-

ciation (CHRA) made a breakthrough in advocating for regular 

interaction between ordinary residents and the City Fathers on 

service delivery issues. Harare Mayor Bernard Manyenyeni indi-

cated on Tuesday, February 18 that he was agreeable to diarised 

briefings with the residents. 

 

 

The provisional pact was made at an open meeting held at Town 

House on Tuesday, where the Mayor gave updates regarding the 

work of the council and the recent suspension and later on rein-

statement of Town Clerk Dr. Tendai Mahachi to members of the 

Association and other stakeholders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRA Chairperson Simbarashe Moyo said they were happy with 

the agreement and the Association will mobilise residents for the 

meetings. 

 

“One of the positives that came out is that we are going 

to meet regularly with the Mayor,” he said of the Tues-

day dialogue. 

 

“We are going to diarise the meetings to get updates on 

service delivery which is a positive thing.” 

 

 

According to the CHRA chairperson the engagement will take 

place on a monthly basis.  

 

 

The “state of service delivery address” will focus on efficient wa-

ter provision, sewage reticulation, garbage collection, street 

lighting, maintenance works, and other areas of service delivery 

by the local authority. Citizens will give feedback and draw atten-

tion to areas that need sprucing up to council, Moyo highlighted. 

 

 

According to Moyo, the Mayor also assured them that a forensic 

audit into the financial transactions of the local authority was 

being conducted and results will come out soon. The audit is be-

ing done after it recently emerged that top officials at the City 

Council were awarding themselves what have been termed 

“obscene salaries”, while service delivery continually collapsed. 

 

 

However, the residents’ leader said they were not happy with the 

fact that Town Clerk Dr. Tendai Mahachi had been re-instated 

after suspension, which was meant to pave  way for investiga-

tions. He questioned the involvement of  Local Government, Pub-

lic Works and Housing Minister Dr. Ignatius Chombo in revoking 

the Town Clerk’s suspension. 
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Seke – A HEADMAN, Michael Dzvikiti, is reeling from the recent demolition of his house by local government authorities in a 

village he claims his ancestors settled for centuries. 

 

The recent demolitions in Musoko village and two other villages under Chief Seke in Manyame Rural District left the 38-year-old 

headman furious and inconsolable over losing his ancestral home.  

 

The demolition was part of the wave of demolitions of houses, supposedly built on land set aside for other purposes by the Zim-

babwean government. 

“The council is saying that we built on this land illegally,” Dzvikiti said with palpable disbelief. 

 

“If there were such plans, I would have expected council to demolish after consulting me.  

 

“In the face of such things, my subjects expect me to protect them as their headman. 

 

“But even my house has been demolished.” 

 

Several houses in Musoko, Marikopo and Chakahwata were recently demolished, he said. 

 

Dzvikiti said that the government was commercialising their ancestral land, which is barely east of Chitungwiza Town’s residen-

tial suburbs, without due process. 

“There should be a distinction between urban commercial land and rural communal land,” the Musoko village head 

said.  

 

“Further, the government should understand that village heads are local authorities.” 

 

Dzvikiti said the government did not give them a court order, and his discussions with the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the 

Manyame Council, Farirai Guta were fruitless. 

 

The new Constitution of Zimbabwe affirms that all land belongs to the state, but prohibits the arbitrary eviction of people from 

their homes in Section74.  

Government demolishes headman’s house in rural village 

 “We welcome the assurance that we got from the Mayor that the forensic audit into Council’s financial affairs  will go 

on,” Moyo said. 

 

“But it remains a genuine concern to us that they will be trying to audit and investigate someone who is now back at 

work fulltime.” 

 

 

The residents said they were anticipating the draft forensic audit report in line with the Mayor’s pledge, but indicated that 

they will continue to agitate for clarity on the reinstatement of Dr. Mahachi, the town’s clerk who was once suspended alleg-

edly for refusing to divulge information regarding top council staff’s salaries.  
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Chitungwiza, Manyame Rural District – THOUSANDS of home-

owners whose structures were found to be built on undesignat-

ed land expect to know their fate this Thursday as  Chitungwiza 

Town Council is still to respond to a court order, which initially 

halted  demolitions early in February. 

 

The bulldozers were halted after Chitungwiza Residents Trust 

(CHITREST) approached the local Magistrates Court seeking a 

permanent halt of demolitions, and was granted a 20-day halt 

order beginning from February 6, which required Chitungwiza 

Town Council to make their case for possible demolitions. 

 

About 15 000 home-owners in Chitungwiza have one week to 

know whether the bulldozers will roll in or not, CHITREST chair-

person Marvellous Khumalo said, adding that they were to sub-

mit a similar court application for about 6 000 home-owners in 

Manyame Rural District Council.  

 

“We are still waiting to see if council will respond to 

standing court order which bars them from further 

demolitions ,” Khumalo said. 

 

“We are going to submit a similar court application for 

those in Manyame, which our lawyers could submit 

today (Thursday, February 20) if it is ready.” 

21 000 ‘illegal’ home owners against the wall 

The right to agricultural land in Section 71 (1) (a-b) does not 

include “Communal land or land within the boundaries of an 

urban local authority or within a township…”  

 

Section 72 (3) (a) says that “no compensation is payable to its 

acquisition, except for improvements effected on it before 

acquisition”, while Section 73 (3) (b) apparently prohibits ap-

proaching the courts for compensation if one loses their land. 

 

It reads: “…no person may apply to court for determi-

nation of any question relating to compensation, ex-

cept for compensation for improvements effected on 

the land before its acquisition, and no court may en-

tertain any such application.” 

 

The clauses may have been included to fence the govern-

ment’s stance towards irreversibility of its land reform pro-

gram, although they may affect communities displaced for 

development purposes. 

 

The Musoko village head accused Member of Parliament, Hon. 

Phineas Chihota of neglecting the community after he prom-

ised to take their concerns about the encroachment of the 

urban area into the villages to relevant government depart-

ments for an amicable solution. 

 

In mid-2012, it emerged that desperate home seekers from 

Harare, Chitungwiza and Ruwa were seeking rural havens in 

Chitsvatsva, Rusirevi, Chikambi, Chinamano, Mutsvairo, 

Marikopo, Gombe, Besa, and Mhindurwa.  

 

Villagers in the areas, lured by money, were reportedly sub-

dividing their homesteads into 1600sq metre residential 

stands, which they sold for about US$ 1500 to US$ 2500. Un-

der normal circumstances, headmen are allowed to settle peo-

ple in their jurisdictions.  
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Meanwhile, he said, they have not heard from their lawyers of any intention to challenge the temporary court reprieve granted 

by the court, which could turn into a memorably victory for the anxious, threatened families.  

 

This will only be so if up to February 27 council does not press for demolitions through a court challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joel Biggie Matiza, the deputy Minister of Local Government, Public Works 

and Housing who chaired the audit committee that revealed the illegal sta-

tus of 21 000 houses in the two local authorities about 35 km east of Harare, 

has been on record affirming that the houses will be demolished. 

 

Khumalo blames the government for failing to stop the development of the sprawling settlements. 

“When these people were building where was council,” Khumalo said. 

“It should have served them with stop development orders.  

“Some of these houses were built ten years ago.” 

 

Khumalo accused unnamed senior council officials of being actively involved in parcelling out land which was not meant, or was 

not fit for housing purposes in the areas in question. 

“The allocation of the illegal stands involved senior council staff,” he said. “It’s not as if they could not see these people 

building on undesignated land. 

“If the plan is to relocate these people, they have to relocate them first before demolishing their houses.” 

 

The Zimbabwean government in the 1990’s, in 2005 and this year demolished illegal structures in urban centres.  

 

The exercise in June 2005, which was done without giving affected home owners alternative dwelling units, was condemned in 

an assessment of impact report by the United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on Human Settlements Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka 

as a gross violation of human rights.  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

Joel Biggie Matiza 


